
The bottom line was, "We love living in Kirkland, we
love our neighborhood, the location and our involvement
in the community," says Jessica.

So they talked seriously about the things they would
do if they remodeled the house. What finally sent them
over the edge was finding an intact Arts and Crafts-peri-
od the fireplace in a Los Angeles antique shop in 1999.
They hadn't even asked the price, but couldn't get it out
of their minds. They realized they both liked it. And Jes-
sica says, "We have a policy that if we both like some-
thing-if we both agree-then we always buy it.

"This is how naive we were," she continues. "We
assumed that as long as its opening measured smaller than
our fireplace opening, we could use it. We would simply
take the old tiles off our hearth and it would be attached
on the front." In fact, they had to have their chimney and
firebox completely rebuilt to accommodate it.

While they were at it, they made a wish list of other
improvements and did them all. They had hardwood
installed in previously carpeted spaces, including the stair
hall. They replaced Colonial-style stair railings with
simpler Mission-style balusters, and swapped picture
windows for French doors. They incorporated wood
columns they had been storing for 10 years into a wood
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